
Moth orchid Phalaenopsis Fact sheet

LIGHT bright, no midday sun

Bright without harsh summer sun, a window 
with morning or evening sun is ideal. In winter 
as bright as possible.

WATER moderate

About once a week, water thoroughly or dunk 
briefly and let it drain well. Never let it dry out 
completely, never leave it standing in water.

HUMIDITY medium

Likes 40–60 % humidity – in winter, stand it on 
a tray of wet gravel.

TEMPERATURE

19–30 °C by day, 16–19 °C at night; if possible 
keep it above 16 °C, never below 13 °C. For new 
flowers, a few weeks about 5 °C cooler.

SOIL

Only bark-based orchid mix, ideally in a clear 
pot.

FEEDING

Spring to early autumn every 2 weeks with or
chid fertiliser at half strength, every fourth time 
just water.

REPOTTING 12 cm → est. 14 cm · clear

Every two to three years after flowering, into 
fresh bark – never while it's in flower.

HEIGHT
up to approx. 60 cm tall, 
50 cm wide · upright

GROWTH slow

TOXICITY

Humans: non-toxic Cats: non-toxic

Dogs: non-toxic
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Moth orchid Phalaenopsis Symptoms & help

TOO LITTLE TOO MUCH

W
a

te
r The roots shrivel and die.

→ Water the pot thoroughly or dunk it, then water weekly. 
Never let the bark dry out completely.

Roots rot, leaves shrivel anyway.
→ Take it out of the pot, cut off rotten roots, replant in fresh 
bark. After that, only water once the bark has dried a little.

L
ig

h
t It doesn't flower again.

→ Especially in winter, move it to a bright window, one with 
morning sun, say.

Leaves get burnt patches.
→ In summer, move it out of direct sun, behind a net curtain, 
say.

F
er

ti
li

se
r Little new growth.

→ In the growing season, feed every two weeks with orchid 
fertiliser at half strength.

W
a

rm
th Buds drop after sudden temperature changes, leaves touch

ing a cold window get damaged.
→ Keep it above 16 °C at night if possible, never below 13 °C. 
Not against the cold glass, no draughts.

The plant is healthy but doesn't send up a new flower stalk.
→ For about a month, move it to a spot that is around 5 °C 
cooler.

WHAT IT DOES FOR YOU

Flowers that often last four months and longer, 
even in heated homes. Non-toxic for children, cats 
and dogs.

CAUTION

Not toxic. The bigger danger is too much love: in 
constantly wet bark the roots rot.
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